
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3483 May 8, 2019 
Week, and I rise to recognize an educa-
tor in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
who is teaching his students the value 
of good citizenship. 

Josh Isaacsohn, a fifth grade teacher 
at the Gayman Elementary School in 
Doylestown, was recently recognized 
by the Central Bucks school board for 
his work in the classroom. 

For the past 3 years, during each 
month of the school year, Josh has sent 
notes and drawings from his students 
to parents of members of our military 
who, in turn, would add them to care 
packages. 

Mr. Speaker, the men and women in 
our military deserve our full support 
and gratitude, and I thank Josh for 
teaching our community’s kids about 
respecting and honoring our true 
American heroes. 

I would also like to thank Dr. John 
Kopicki, superintendent of the Central 
Bucks School District, and Glenn 
Schloeffel, president of the Bucks 
County school board, for all of their 
work as well. We thank them for their 
leadership in our community. 

RECOGNIZING ARTISTS OF YARDLEY 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
that was recently named Pennsbury 
School District’s 2018–2019 Nonprofit 
Partner of the Year. 

Artists of Yardley, founded in 2004, is 
an organization dedicated to enhancing 
creativity in our community through 
immersion in the arts. 

Located at the Janney House on Pat-
terson Farm in Yardley, Artists of 
Yardley boasts over 250 members and 
offers classes, workshops, and summer 
camps for young people in Bucks Coun-
ty. These opportunities, taught by pro-
fessional art instructors, seek to am-
plify the artistic talents and education 
of our community’s youth. 

Notably, for the past 3 years, Artists 
of Yardley has organized an art com-
petition for Pennsbury School District 
students at its headquarters. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Artists of 
Yardley for all of its amazing work 
with our community and for inspiring 
Bucks County students to pursue their 
dreams. 

I would also like to particularly 
thank Artists of Yardley’s president, 
Alison Smith, and vice president, Jim 
Bongartz, for all of their work and 
service to our community. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 27 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mr. COX of California) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Richard B. Kunst, St. 
James Catholic Church, Duluth, Min-
nesota, offered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we pray blessings 
upon the proceedings of this Chamber 
this day. May the Members of Congress 
and all government officials see their 
authority to govern as a sharing of 
Your authority, O Heavenly Lord. 

And to this end, may the delibera-
tions of today and always support the 
right of every citizen of the United 
States to have life, liberty, and the 
pursuant of happiness. And may our 
Nation’s motto, ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ be 
more than simple words on our cur-
rency but, rather, the true spirit in 
which our great Nation is governed. 

We ask that You continue to be 
present to this great Nation and to an-
swer our prayers by Your great love. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Virginia (Ms. 
WEXTON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. WEXTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND RICHARD 
B. KUNST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. STAUBER) is recognized for 
1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize my friend, Father 
Richard Kunst, an ordained Catholic 
priest for the Diocese of Duluth in 
northern Minnesota. 

Before ordination, Father Kunst was 
a Senate staffer for United States Sen-
ator Rod Grams out of Minnesota. He 
earned his B.A. in political science 
from Saint Mary’s University in Wi-
nona, Minnesota, and a master of di-
vinity from Saint John’s University in 
Collegeville, Minnesota. 

Father Kunst has had several parish 
assignments in northeastern Min-
nesota, including parishes in Brainerd, 
Cromwell, Floodwood, Meadowlands, 
and three different assignments in Du-
luth. He was the vocations director for 

the Duluth diocese for 12 years and has 
been the bishop’s representative for the 
diocesan newspaper, The Northern 
Cross, since 2005. Father Kunst has also 
been the auditor of the diocesan tri-
bunal since 2000. 

As a hobby, Father Kunst collects ar-
tifacts associated with the history of 
the Vatican and the popes and has one 
of the largest private collections in the 
world. 

I consider Father Kunst to be a great 
friend to my wife and me, and I am 
grateful that he can be here today to 
open this wonderful Chamber up with a 
prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

AMERICANS DESERVE QUALITY 
HEALTHCARE INSURANCE THAT 
IS ACCESSIBLE AND AFFORD-
ABLE 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, before the Affordable Care 
Act, Americans suffering with cancer, 
Alzheimer’s, diabetes, and Parkinson’s 
disease could be denied health insur-
ance coverage due to a preexisting con-
dition, a genetic predisposition mil-
lions of Americans are born into. But 
insurance companies can’t do that any-
more because it is against the law be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act. 

The Trump administration wants to 
take away that protection and has 
asked a Texas Court of Appeals to fully 
repeal the Affordable Care Act and pre-
existing conditions protections. 

This week, the House will vote to ap-
prove the Protecting Americans with 
Preexisting Conditions Act. In my 
western New York community alone, 
nearly 300,000 people need the protec-
tion for preexisting conditions that the 
Affordable Care Act provides. 

Americans deserve quality 
healthcare insurance that is accessible 
and affordable. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPITOL WORSHIP 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Capitol Worship, which is a mission 
that is near and dear to my heart. 

For the past 8 years, Pastor Dan 
Cummins and his wife, JoAnn 
Cummins, have ministered the Mem-
bers of Congress, staff, and the Capitol 
Police. They share the love and Gospel 
of Jesus Christ through weekly prayer 
services and Bible studies. 
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